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Cradle-to-Grave Control in New Caribbean IAEA
Member States

IAEA’s First Mission to Control Radioactive Sources from Cradle-to-Grave
Takes Place in Barbados

Tuesday 25 April 2017 8:45 CEST
Kirsten Virginia Glenn, IAEA Department of Technical Cooperation

IAEA experts John Zarling (Department of Energy, USA) and Juan Carlos Benitez-Navarro (IAEA) train Stephen
Harte, a specialist from the Ministry of Health, Barbados, on radioactive source identification using a
demonstration source. (Photo: IAEA)

Barbados has completed its national inventory of sealed radioactive sources (SRSs)

and is developing a national strategy to manage disused sealed radioactive sources
(DSRS) with assistance provided by the IAEA during its first expert mission on cradle-
to-grave control of SRSs, held in March 2017.

The mission was supported by the IAEAs technical cooperation programme and forms
part of a four-year regional project titled RLA/9/081, ‘Strengthening Cradle-to-Grave
Control of Radioactive Sources’.

Three IAEA experts worked together with staff from the Ministry of Health
(Environmental Health Department) and the Ministry of Environment and Drainage
(Environmental Protection Department) to examine, photograph, characterize and
catalogue all sealed radioactive sources found, whether in use or disused, for
inclusion in the national inventory.



Minister of Health, The Hon. John David E Boyce, spoke at the mission opening, which
also was attended by Dr Joy St John, Chief Medical Officer and National Liaison Officer
for Barbados to the IAEA, and Mr Anthony Headley, Director of the Environment
Protection Department. Barbadian authorities and institutions provided outstanding
support to the IAEA expert team, which contributed significantly to the success of the

mission.

The IAEA mission provided a useful starting point for Barbados to improve its control
of all radiation sources with a view to a longer-term management strategy. National
counterparts learned about the methodology for examining, characterizing and
recording data on SRSs. The data collected during the mission will be included into
the Regulatory Authority Information System (RAIS), a software application developed by
the IAEA to assist Member States in managing their regulatory activities in accordance
with IAEA safety standards and guidance.

Following the expert mission, Barbados is better equipped to create and manage a
national cradle-to-grave system for its radioactive sources. Lessons learned in this
mission will help other Caribbean IAEA Member States make similar progress.

Catherine Griffiths, a UK radiation protection expert, examines a density/moisture gauge CPN with radioactive
sources at commercial premises in Barbados. (Photo: IAEA)

BACKGROUND

Radioactive sources are widely used for beneficial purposes in variety of fields ranging
from industry to medicine, agriculture, research, and education. Due to decay over
time, these sealed radioactive sources eventually can no longer be used. Disused
sealed radioactive sources must be managed, to protect people and the environment
from potential adverse effects of ionizing radiation. The IAEA is conducting various
expert missions in the Caribbean region, to assist all Member States in the
implementation of the IAEA safety standard guidelines for DSRSs.

Related Stories

Hidden Danger: Orphan Sources



(/newscenter/multimedia/ph

/newscenter/multimedia/photoessays/hidden-danger-orphan-sources)

From the
Cradle to the
Grave -
Paving the
Way for the
Control of
Radioactive
Sources
(/newscenter
/multimedia
/videos
/cradle-grave-
paving-
way-control-
radioactive-
sources)

(/newscenter/multimedia/videos/cradle-grave-paving-way-control-radioactive-sources)

I 4 ’g‘ (/newscenter/news/international-security-strengthens-caribbean-becomes-free-highly-enriched-

uranium)
International Security Strengthens as Caribbean Becomes Free of Highly Enriched Uranium
(/newscenter/news/international-security-strengthens-caribbean-becomes-free-highly-enriched-uranium)

Related Resources

% Technical Cooperation Programme (https://www.iaea.org/services/technical-cooperation-programme)

% TCin Latin America and the Caribbean (https://www.iaea.org/services/technical-cooperation-programme
/latin-america-and-the-caribbean)

% Disused sources (https://www.iaea.org/topics/disused-sources)

% Disused Sealed Source Management (http://www.iaea.org/OurWork/ST/NE/NEFW/Technical-Areas/WTS
/sealedsources.html)

% Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology (https://www.iaea.org/about/organizational-
structure/department-of-nuclear-energy/division-of-nuclear-fuel-cycle-and-waste-technology)

More

W Latin America and the Caribbean (/services/technical-cooperation-programme/latin-america-and-the-caribbean)

W Energy (/topics/energy) ¥ Nuclear safety and security (/topics/nuclear-safety-and-security)

¥ Radioactive waste and spent fuel management (/topics/radioactive-waste-and-spent-fuel-management)

% Department of Nuclear Energy (/about/organizational-structure/department-of-nuclear-energy)

% Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology (/about/organizational-structure/department-of-nuclear-energy/divisior
¥ Waste Technology Section (/about/organizational-structure/department-of-nuclear-energy/division-of-nuclear-fuel-cycle-and-
% Nuclear technology and applications (/topics/nuclear-technology-and-applications)

¥ Technical cooperation programme (/services/technical-cooperation-programme)

% Department of Technical Cooperation (/about/organizational-structure/department-of-technical-cooperation)

% Disused sources (/topics/disused-sources)

Last update: 4 May 2017

More on the IAEA

Annual Report (https://www.iaea.org/publications/reports/)



Coordinated Research Activities (https://www.iaea.org/services/coordinated-research-activities)
General Conference (https://www.iaea.org/about/governance/general-conference)
Conferences and meetings (https://www.iaea.org/events)

Member States (https://www.iaea.org/about/memberstates)

Contact (https://www.iaea.org/contact)

Scientific resources

NUCLEUS (https://www.iaea.org/resources/databases/nucleus)

International Nuclear Information System (INIS) (https://www.iaea.org/resources/databases/international-
nuclear-information-system-inis)

Power Reactor Information System (PRIS) (https://www.iaea.org/resources/databases/power-reactor-
information-system-pris)

Nuclear Data Services (NDS) (https://www.iaea.org/resources/databases/nuclear-data-services)

Resources

Employment (https://www.iaea.org/about/employment)
Women (https://www.iaea.org/about/employment/women-at-the-iaea)

Press (https://www.iaea.org/press)

Documents

Information Circulars (https://www.iaea.org/publications/documents/infcircs/)
Treaties (https://www.iaea.org/resources/general-interest-material/treaties)
Standards and guides (http://www-ns.iaea.org/standards/)

Safeguards and Additional Protocol (https://www.iaea.org/topics/additional-protocol)

International Atomic Energy Agency

Vienna International Centre, PO Box 100
A-1400 Vienna, Austria f (https://www.facebook.com/iaeaorg) ,
Telephone: +43 (1) 2600-0, Facsimile +43 (1) 2600-7 (https://twitter.com/iaeaorg) c
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/iaea_imagebank
/collections) (https://www.instagram.com
You
/iaeaorg/) (http://www.youtube.com
L3
/user/IAEAvideo) N (https://www.linkedin.com
/company/iaea) & (/feeds) u. (/contact)

¥ Official Email (/contact/official-mail)
© 1998-2017 IAEA, All rights reserved. Terms of Use (/about/terms-of-use)



